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See page 7 to register  

 
For more information  

call the Society office at  
714-750-CSTC (2782) 

 
TO REGISTER ON LINE  GO TO: 

 
http://cstcsociety.org/SOCIETY/bridge2010final.pdf 
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Dear Fellow CSTC Members, 
 
September 12th brought great sadness to CSTC as we were notified that we had lost a wonderful and 
giving woman who had volunteered her time and efforts for the benefit of CSTC since 1977 when 
she joined.  Betty Garrett gave selflessly to CSTC for many years and she will be sorely missed by 

all who knew and loved her.  Betty worked at the Summer Symposiums since 1991 and the Tax Bridges since 
1987, not just for registration, but also as a talented speaker for both programs, the Society Classroom Series and as 
a past Chair of the Tax Bridge.  She was instrumental in the formation and the Board of the Coachella Valley 
Chapter until the chapter closed.  She and Bud were given “Member Emeritus” status at the 2009 Summer Sympo-
sium for all their work for CSTC.  Betty received CSTC’s highest honor of “Member of the Year” in 1998.  She did 
the “Forms Update” program for several chapters until 1998.  Just prior to her passing she received special recogni-
tion from H & R Block for her 40 year career with them, not only as part of their staff, but also as an owner of H & 
R franchises.  In addition to being the consummate volunteer, she was also very community oriented.  Betty also 
provided for those less fortunate, serving as the treasurer for the “Food for Life Ministry” and cooking meals sev-
eral times a year.  We will all miss Betty and send our heartfelt sympathies to Bud. 
 Well, another tax season has finally ended and an uncertain tax season is following close behind!!  I hope if 
you had any last minute tax questions, like I did, that you utilized our Yellow Pages to contact colleagues to help 
you find your answers.  Our Yellow Pages alone is worth more than the price of our membership!!  I appreciate and 
thank our colleagues involved in CSTC’s “We Care Enough To Share” for their kind attitudes and their willingness 
to take the time from their own busy schedules to answer questions or point us in the right directions when we’re in 
the middle of “brain freeze”. 
 It’s also time to register or re-register for our PTIN’s.  You will no longer be able to use your social secu-
rity number for preparing tax returns.  Before you begin, download and fill out a form W-12 from the IRS website 
so you have all the information in front of you.  You might also want to look at the new FAQ’s.  You will need a 
credit or debit card to pay the $64.25 user fee.  The date you register your PTIN will be your “anniversary” date 
and you will need to renew each year at that time.  Once you have done this, you will receive additional informa-
tion about the next steps, including testing and continuing education requirements, if applicable.   

Our upcoming 16 hour Society education for the “Tax Bridge to 2011” is our next step to prepare us for 
the new tax season.  You should have received all of the information, if not, go to our website.  Get your registra-
tions in now before the next price increase comes due.  Don’t forget, we also provide correspondence and on-line 
education sessions, which are up and running and reasonably priced!!  We are offering a 2 and 4 hour CA on-line 
class and a 2 hour updated Ethics class.  As fall progresses, we’ll also be offering approximately 7 more classes on 
varying topics.  Keep checking our website to see if the other sessions have been added in.  You might also want to 
mark your calendars now for the 2011 25th Annual Summer Tax Symposium at The Orleans Hotel in Las Ve-
gas, Nevada for June 5th to the 8th.   Our room rates are reasonably priced at $40 per night.  We have a special pro-
gram lined up, terrific speakers returning and some surprises for this wonderful Society sponsored education event.  
Details will follow in December. 
 There were three main goals in our planning for 2010.  This year we hoped to establish the 16th chapter of 
CSTC in the South Orange County area.  That goal was met on July 27th when the required signatures necessary to 
charter the chapter were achieved.    The petition to charter the South Orange County Chapter was presented to the 
BOD on September 20th by Mike Mergen and their charter was unanimously approved.  Special “Thank You’s” go 
to Mike Mergen and Haydee Robinson, the new first President of the chapter, for all their hard work and efforts the 
last three years to make this happen.  The Society Executive Board attended their first official meeting on Septem-
ber 28th to help with their training, elections and to swear in their first BOD.  Congratulations to the new South Or-
ange County Chapter!!! 

          Continued on page 2  
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 The second was to update the website and get the Society BOD minutes posted in the Members Only section of 
the web.  The posting of the minutes has been accomplished.  All the minutes from 2009 forward are now in the Mem-
bers Only section.  This gives the membership the opportunity to see what Society is doing and implementing.  Check it 
out!!  The update to the website is progressing.  The vendor has been chosen, they have given us a presentation and the 
committee is finalizing the changes asked for and required to the vendor.  Their timeline should have this completed by 
the end of this year. 

The third was to continue updating our Bylaws, Policies & Procedures and the Chapter Guide that we all live by 
to make our Organization successful.  As this process progressed, we hired a Non-Profit Attorney that specializes in this 
work to help guide us in the right direction.  This is 2/3rds of the way to completion.  The BOD will address additional 
changes to our P & P’s at our November board meeting.   

The “Revision” changes to the Bylaws were presented to the Society BOD in September from the committee.  
There are 4 revisions, submitted by that committee that will be on your ballot.  The Society BOD has approved the 4 
“Revisions” and a statement of Board support for approval by the membership will accompany these.    

There is also one additional “Bylaw Amendment” that was submitted by the East County Chapter for “5.02d 
Regarding Voting” that will also be on the ballot along with the Revisions.  The Society BOD does NOT support 
that Bylaw Amendment and a statement to that effect will accompany that amendment.  The main reason the So-
ciety BOD does not support this “Bylaw Amendment” is that it would allow chapters with larger memberships to have 
multiple votes.  As it stands now, there is one vote for everyone on the BOD except for the President, who only votes in 
case of a tie.  The Parliamentarian and Executive Director never vote.  One vote per chapter is fair, democratic and gives 
everyone an equal voice in decisions made by the BOD.  Changing this would be a terrible injustice to our smaller chap-
ters that make up the bulk of CSTC. 

Our Bylaws can only be amended or revised by the ballot voting of the entire membership once a year.  You 
will receive the complete information for the Bylaw Revisions and Amendments, as well as the “Pro” and “Con” state-
ments in early November with your ballot packet for this year.  This year’s ballot will also include the nominees for all 
the Executive offices.  This is an important ballot for CSTC.  I urge all of you to please take the time to read your mate-
rials carefully and exercise your right and obligation as a member of CSTC to VOTE!!!    

You can still help with another step for the Policies & Procedures that will be ready for the November 15th 
BOD meeting.  Chapter Directors should review their sections of the P & P’s and the Chapter Guide for changes that 
need to be implemented, expanded or deleted.  Communicate in any way that works in order to send your changes 
and suggestions by October 30th to Ruth Godfrey at rhgodfrey@godfreyandhardy.com or fax them to 909-373-
0776.   
 Since this is the last issue of the Reporter until January, I wanted to take a moment to say “Thank You” to both 
the elected 2010 Society BOD and our Chapter Presidents for all of their hard work and efforts this past year to move 
CSTC forward.  Your BOD has put in many hours to help us stay focused, on track and to develop new strategies to 
keep us competitive with the changing times and I thank you for your dedication to CSTC.  We also have several volun-
teer members who have been working very diligently behind the scenes for us, without an elected position on our Board.  
CSTC also says our “Thank You’s” to Ruth Godfrey (IE) & George Fahkouri (CV) for their work on our Bylaws and P 
& P’s; Karen DeVaney (CV) as our CTEC Rep; Shannon Henry (TEM) for Finance & Budgets; Vicki Mulak (OR) our 
EDD Rep; Cindy Price (ECSD) & Augie Beanez (FH) for Membership; Allison Becket (NC), Paul Hearst (CV) & 
Ghana Bigsby (ECSD) for Website changes & additions; Mike Mergen (OR/SOC) for Chapter Development; George 
Fahkouri (CV) & Hal LeMaster (GLB) for the Elections.  Let’s not forget to say “Thank You” to Beverly Switzer our 
Executive Director and Barbara Eidlhuber our Executive Assistant – where would we be without the two of them??? 
 Our membership goal of “2012 by 2012” is still moving ahead.  We need everyone to be part of this goal.  
When you bring in a new member PLEASE DO NOT FORGET to put your name as the “Referral” on their member-
ship application if you want to receive your $25 education certificate from CSTC.  If your name is not on the applica-
tion, you won’t receive your certificate. 

In closing, I would like to thank all of our members for the time, participation and support you give to CSTC 
and for the suggestions to improve and enhance CSTC that you let me know about.  Many of them were implemented 
and some of them are still in the planning stages.  We all play a role in the “Tax Specialist’s Choice” and that is what 
makes CSTC unique and special!!  Thank You.  
Best Regards, Nikki LeBrun, EA, CSTC President 
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2010 SOCIETY OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT……………………...Nicole LeBrun  
1ST VP……………………….…...Linda Morlang 
2ND VP………………………….......Shari Hardy  
SECRETARY…………………..…...David Eastis 
TREASURER………. … ....Barbara Marx Cleary 
PAST PRESIDENT………...…...Anthony Bustos 
 

The REPORTER is published by California Society of Tax 
Consultants, Inc. Telephone 714/750-2782.  Subscription rates of 
$10.00 per year are included in membership dues.  (This value is 
established for tax purposes only.  No dues adjustment for refusal or 
non-publication.)  Nonmember rates are $25.00 per year.  We reserve 
the right to edit letters for length and clarity.  2010, all rights 
reserved.  The REPORTER is designed to provide accurate and 
authoritative information about the subject matter covered.  It is 
provided with the understanding that the publisher is not engaged in 
giving legal, accounting or other professional service.  If legal advice 
or other expert help is required, the services of a competent 
professional person should be sought.  Statement of fact and opinion 
are made on the responsibility of the authors alone. They do not 
imply an opinion on the part of the officers or members of the 
California Society of Tax Consultants, Inc. 

ABOUT THE REPORTER 

 
HOW TO CONTACT THE SOCIETY 

 California Society of Tax Consultants 
12419 Lewis Street, #106 
Garden Grove, CA 92840 

(714)750-CSTC FAX (714) 750-2722 
Email:  cstcsociety@sbcglobal.net 

www.cstcsociety.org  
 

 
2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 
 
 

11/15  Society Board Meeting  

12/2  Annual Meeting  

12/2-3  Tax Bridge to 2011 

6/5-6/8/11 Summer Symposium Las  

  Vegas, NV 
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WANT TO ADD YOUR WEB 
 SITE LINK TO CSTC’S WEB SITE?   

$25 ANNUALLY -  That’s it! 
Call the Society office today to be 

linked up! 

CSTC’s  
ANNUAL MEETING  

Thursday, December 2, 2010  
Anaheim Plaza Hotel  

1700 South Harbor Blvd  
Anaheim, CA 92802  
Lunch at 11:40 a.m.  

All Members Welcome  
Call for reservations  

714-750-CSTC 
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BETTY GARRETT,  A BELOVED MEMBER PASSES 

 

In Memory  

of her dedicated  

service to  

CSTC’s Summer  

Symposium  

Education Program 

 

 

Better Books & Taxes 
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Betty Garrett, a loyal, dedicated member of 
CSTC died Sunday, Sept. 12, 2010, following 
a long battle with cancer. She passed away 
peacefully at home surrounded by her family.  

A native of Oklahoma, she first came to Cali-
fornia in 1954 as a new bride of a marine sta-
tioned at the then new Marine Training Cen-
ter at 29 Palms. After traveling for 23 years 
and raising a family of 5 children in 19 differ-
ent homes, the family returned to 29 Palms in 
1977 for her husband’s final tour with the Ma-
rines.  In 1972, she was selected as the 
USMC Military Wife of the Year. 

In 1970, Betty began what was to be a 40-
year career with H&R Block.  She worked for 
Block in New Mexico, Hawaii and California.  
She and her husband have owned the Yucca 
Valley H&R Block office for over three dec-
ades and have had offices in 29 Palms.  They 
currently own an office in Big Bear Lake as 
well.   

Betty was well-known for her volunteer work 
in many areas, serving on the boards of sev-
eral charity organizations.  She and Bud were 
recently recognized as Volunteers of the Year 
by the Basin Wide Foundation for their work 
with the Food for Life Ministry (Breaking 
Bread), where she served as treasurer for the 
past six years in addition to planning and 
cooking the meals at least four times per year 
in addition to Thanksgiving and Christmas.   

Betty joined CSTC in 1977.  She was a char-
ter member of the Coachella Valley Chapter  
and CSTC’s 1990 Member of the Year.  Ex-
tremely organized, a giving heart, a big loss 
for CSTC.    
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IMPORTANT!  Paid preparers should act now 
to apply for or renew their PTINs.  

 
New regulations require all paid tax return preparers (including attorneys, CPAs, 
and enrolled agents) to apply for a Preparer Tax Identification Number (PTIN) - 

even if you already have one -  before preparing any federal tax return in 
2011.   

Commissioner of Internal Revenue Douglas H. Shulman's 
Keynote Speech Before the AICPA Fall Tax Meeting 

The Commissioner announced that, “During the first year of implementation, we intend 
to waive the requirement for continuing education.  This will give us time to work 
through the many issues regarding CE, including working with third parties who already 
certify CE courses to attempt to leverage their infrastructure”.   

He announced that the IRS will be creating a Return Preparer Office inside of the IRS 
that will be led by David R. Williams, who is familiar to many for his work on the return 
preparer initiative.  He will report directly to Steve Miller, Deputy Commissioner for Ser-
vices and Enforcement.   

This new office will have broad responsibility for the return preparer initiative.  It will 
manage all of our activities related to continuing education and testing of all profes-
sionals under IRS jurisdiction.  It will also manage the registration system and process, 
as well as coordinate resource planning for IRS efforts across the organization related 
to return preparers.   

The Commissioner also stated that the IRS is still refining rules for people who work in 
a professional firm, like an accounting firm, who prepare all, or substantially all of a re-
turn under the supervision of an accountant, enrolled agent or lawyer.  He stated, “ it is 
highly likely that as we implement the new rules and procedures there will be some re-
lief for testing and continuing education requirements for people who do not sign a re-
turn and work in a professional firm under the supervision of an accountant, enrolled 
agent or lawyer”.  

A copy of the Commissioner’s speech is available at:  http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/
article/0,,id=229675,00.html 
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W E L C O M E  N E W  
M E M B E R S  

Central Valley 
Monty L. Shindler, Riverbank 
 
East County San Diego 
John K. Coffin, Santee 
Melody Sargent, San Diego 
Patricia Sosa, La Mesa 
 
Greater Long Beach 
Guillermo F. Flores, Pico 
Rivera 
Thomas G. Kinsella, Torrance 
Augustine Odume, Carson 
Ricardo Rangel, Downey 
Richard M. Rangel, Downey 
Subodh K. Sharma, Santa Fe 
Springs 
Mony Sing, Long Beach 
 
Hi Desert 
Myriam Mourani, Big Bear 
City 
 
Inland Empire 
Corina L. Christiansen,  

Claremont 

Isabel Christina Garcia,  
Claremont 
Cecilia Martinez, Pomona 
Alex E. Paiz, Claremont 
Norman R. Wing, Chino 
 
Los Angeles 
Carlos Samaniego, Oxnard 
Guillermo Zalazar, Sun Valley 
 
Member At Large 
Gwendolyn Herring, Kaysville 
Judy Ramirez, Windsor 
Charlotte Simmons, Bakers-
field 
 
North San Diego County 
Shirlie Downey, Escondido 
Barbara Pettingell, Escondido 
James E. Zurcher, San Marcos 
Orange County 
Donald S. Maxey, Anaheim 
Rosita I. Morillo, Anaheim 
Alejandrina Ornelas,  
Westminster 
Patricia Wilshire, Huntington 

Beach 
 
Sacramento 
James Jewell, Rocklin 
Steve Packey, Sacramento 
 
San Diego 
Joseph J. Davis, San Diego 
Minka Hull, San Diego 
Roy Levine, San Diego 
 
San Jose 
Ralph J. Hill, San Juan 
Bautista 
 
South Bay San Diego 
Janet Goode, Potrero 
Lydia C. Segura, Chula Vista 
 
South Orange County 
Michael R. Mergen, Placentia 
 
Temecula Valley 
Robert J. Lacayo, Sun City 
 

Mission Statement 
 To promote professionalism by providing quality educational events for tax professionals, creating    
and encouraging networking opportunities for members, & advocating professional standards & 

positions within the tax industry.   
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